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EDITORIAL. 


WE offer our readers the best wishes for the gracious season which 
is immediately in front of us. As each successive year passes we 
have repeated this wish, and probably have never done so in cir- 
cumstances more interesting, and perhaps more encouraging, than 
those in which we write it to-day. There is, of course, uncertainty 
as to the way the Government Committee on Libraries will deal 
with future library policy. Whispers reach us of possible loss of 
independence or the possible establishment of a new form of central 
control. It is too soon even to speculate. At all events, we know 
the old stultifying days of the penny rate have gone; we know 
the strides that libraries have made since 1919, in spite of financial 
difficulties, have been greater than those made in the twenty years 
before ; and we believe it will not be long before the library system 
of England as a whole may, proportionately to its size, compare 
its work, and the public appreciation with which that work in 
regarded, with American libraries. 


* * 


It is difficult to estimate the value of the summer schools on 
library economy upon the profession. The topic is a suitable one 
for winter consideration. Having been in abeyance for more than a 
dozen years they were revived by the Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion (then so called) in 1911, in the form of Easter International 
Schools. University College, Aberystwyth, then developed excel- 
lent summer schools in connection with the National Library of 
Wales, and later the University of London School of Librarianship 
came into the field with its summer schools. There should be 
room, it seems to us, for both the Welsh and the English summer 
school, if the young students of the profession are taking their job 
seriously. 

The London School has become adventurous in the past two 
years, holding schools at Brussels and at Paris. Next year it 
proposes to be even more so: to hold a school at Easter, and to 
hold it in Florence! This must be a great attraction for library 
workers of all types. By co-operation with the Florentines, and with 
the Department of Phonetics of London University, Dr. Baker 
thinks he will be able to carry through the school at an inclusive 
charge per student, including travel and accommodation for a 
fortnight, of £12. If this can be done, it will be the cheapest visit 
to Italy available in post-war days. Whether the school can be 
held or not depends upon the response from students, and all who 
are interested should communicate with Dr. Ernest A. Baker at 
University College, Gower Street, London, W.C.1, forthwith. 


A minister of religion in the north of England is credited with 
the statement that now novels can be obtained for one shilling each 
the need for public libraries had ceased to exist. 

Librarians meet with curious notions daily, but few more queer 
in the circumstances of to-day than this. We do not know what 
novels the reverend gentleman is able to buy for his silver shilling, 
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but we do know that the bulk of novels that the average library 
cannot be bought for anything like that sum. The queer- 
ness of the statement lies in its reflection of a belief that the public 
library of 1925 and hereafter is much concerned with fiction or its 
cost. The arrogance of men who imagine that they understand 
and can define, and confine, the literary needs and desires of a 
whole people leaves us with an ever-growing sense of amazement. 


Publishers’ catalogues to-day have become subtle and insidious, 
and are to be considered with criticism. Many of them are models 
of the advertising art, in form and attractiveness surpassing all 
previous experience. They have clever literary contents, too, 
anecdotes, personalia and extracts, as well as illustrations, and so 
are often a quite delightful anthology from the recent output of 
their publishers. Their handling of epithets is so deft as sometimes 
to be quite irresistible. Part of the equipment of the modern 
librarian must be a defensive spirit against such catalogues. He 
ought to read them, but should seldom or never select books on their ° 
authority alone. They are works of which the publisher may be 
congratulated, but they increase the arduousness of the life of the 
librarian—especially when the librarian receives several of them 
daily. * * * . 

We must enter our protest against a new and altogether 
unpleasant move of booksellers which is a positive infliction upon 
librarians. This is the sending of books with an invoice which have 
not been ordered, with a request that they be returned or retained 
according to the decision of the recipient. We hope that every 
librarian for the sake of his own future peace of mind will return 
every such book forthwith without comment, except to demand 
the cost of postage from the offending bookseller. It is a method 
which has nothing whatever to commend it, and should be ended 
as soon as possible. 

Ir is proposed that the School of Librarianship should hold a Vaca- 
tion School at Florence, March 27th to April 10th, 1926, if sufficient 
students are forthcoming. It is further proposed that the School 
should co-operate with the Department of Phonetics at University 
College ; if so there will be a joint programme including ten lectures 
on Contemporary English Poetry by the Director, Dr. Baker, ten 
on Contemporary Italian Poetry by an Italian Professor, courses 
of ten (or twenty) lectures by Mr. Lloyd James on the Pronuncia- 
tion of Modern English, and courses in various branches of Library 
Economy by Mr. C. R. Sanderson and Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
The lectures and classes will be held at the British Institute of 
Florence (Director, Dr. H. E. Goad), and arrangements will be 
made for housing students in hostels or hotels at reduced prices 
and for obtaining travelling facilities from the railway companies. 
Preliminary applications for admission are invited now, and a final 
announcement will be made if there is an adequate response ; 
these preliminary applications should be made to the Director of 
the School of Librarianship, University College, London, W.C.1., 
as soon as possible. The total cost is roughly estimated at £12, 
including fares. 
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A NEW BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CLASSICATION. 


SOME PRELIMINARY CHAPTERS. 
By Lionet R. McCotvin. 

THE writer, after much study and practical experience of existi 
schemes, has prepared and—apart from the final elaboration of its 
schedules, the compilation of the index, etc-—completed a New 
Bibliographical Classification Scheme, a general account of which 
will be given in a short series of articles to appear at intervals in 
this periodical, and of which this is the first. 

If, after this preliminary presentation, sufficient interest is 
displayed to justify both the author’s expenditure of time and the 
publisher’s outlay of capital, the full schedules will be published in 
one volume similar in size to that of the Brown Subject Scheme. 


I. 

Were it not clear that existing schemes of bibliographical 
classification are all so entirely unsatisfactory, for different reasons, 
that no amount of “ modification ”’ will remedy their deficiencies, 
it would be futile to attempt to prepare a new one—there is much 
other work to be done. Equally, the attempt would be foolish if 
it were not believed that the result would be more satisfactory than 
previous schemes. Therefore the initial objection will be that this 
essay is the expression of personal conceit. ‘‘ Here is a man who 
thinks he can better Brown, or Dewey, or the Library of Congress,” 
will be said. 

The only answer I can give to that is to say that constructive 
criticism of the work of previous students must lead to some measure 
of improvement unless the critic is totally unqualified for his task, 
and the latter point can only be judged by results. 


The second objection is that no one man can have the range 
of experience demanded by this task, and the answer then is that 
the experience of previous classifiers is used so that, in effect, we 
have much more data than even the compilers of the Library of 
Congress Scheme. 

Thirdly—and a very serious one—is the objection that no one 
is going to apply any new scheme to-day, no matter how good it 
may be, since the mechanical labour involved by a change would 
not be justified by the end. This is admittedly a powerful deterrent, 
but if we heed it we are deliberately and finally declaring that our 
public libraries will never be properly classified and implying that 
the value of classification is, after all, limited—and that here there 
is no need to seek perfection. Such an attitude could not be called 
healthy ; it is little better than a reversion to the old belief that 
it didn’t matter much where books were placed so long as we were 
not in the unfortunate position of Little Bo Peep who had lost her 
sheep. 

Furthermore—though I am really afraid that there is not so 
much interest in the theoretical aspect of classification as there 
was twenty years ago or less—it is hoped that any serious construc- 
tive work will be of interest to the thinking librarian. And, lastly, 
since few of us can resist the temptation to tinker about with what- 
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ever scheme we use, the army of “ modifiers” should find many 
suggestions in the detailed schedules of an up-to-date scheme, 
which—since its chief aim is practicability—should, it is hoped, 
also prove useful to the working classifier. 

II. 

Before describing the general principles and methods of the 
new scheme I would mention a few of its most important advantages 
over previous schemes. 

1.—It is a practical scheme in that 

(a) The prime aim has been to show not the theoretical 
relationships of things but the uses made by men of things 
and knowledge. Human purposes, interests and view points 
form its basis, so that not only can it be claimed that the 
scheme goes far towards the presentation of a living real universe 
instead of an abstract artificial arrangement, but that it finds 
room for many more of the “cross interests ’’ and inter-relation- 
ships of human activity than any other scheme. Consequently 

(5) It is at once more useful and satisfactory to the public 
and more agreeable to the classifier who will experience many 
fewer occasions when he can “find no place for a book ”—as 
is too often the case to-day. 

(c) It is a bibliographical scheme, first and foremost, since 
its schedules are designed to embrace those matters upon 
which books are written. A scheme with a theoretical or non- 
bibliographical basis very frequently does not provide thus 
for the nature and normal scope of books. Frequently also 
it is possible to sub-divide “books” when the subject itself 
cannot be sub-divided ; lack of the means todo thisis the cause 
of the unwieldly classes to be found in both Deweyand Brown 
classified libraries. 
2.—It is planned to suit the average English Municipal library. 

The schedules give as much detail as is necessary excepting for 
special purposes—and since the sub-division is judicious throughout 
and not (as in Dewey) over elaborate in some classes and insufficient 
in others, an average greater degre. of useful detail is shown than 
in Dewey, Brown or Cutter, though the schedules are not so long 
as those of the first-named. 

3.—It gives the maximum of flexibility and expansiveness. 

4.—The notation gives the largest possible base and conse- 
quently the smallest possible ‘‘ place number.” 

5.—It is well een —font is to say, those classes and sub- 
classes with a large literature are given a wide base and vice versa. 
Consequently the need for long symbols (necessary in such Dewey 
classes as 621.3) is still further reduced. 

6.—The usual mnemonic features are preserved and a special 
series of form tables is provided. 

7.—The terms used are chosen so as to avoid any miscon 
tion as to what is included by them ; where necessary they are defined 
and their scope carefully illustrated. 

8.—The index is not merely an alphabetical list of the headings 
in the schedules, but a real subject index including synonymous 
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terms and, when necessary, topics more specific than those enu- 
merated on the schedules. 

9.—Though “practical” the arrangement is logical and 
scientific. Related matters are fully associated and linked up. 
And lastly, 

10.—It is really up to date—particularly in its geographic, 
scientific and social classes—and provides room for the future, not 
(as in Dewey) using up all available space by about the end of this 
century. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

As you know, I am not well versed in many books which every 
self-respecting person should know by heart, but there is some- 
thing in the Bible about the motes in one’s neighbour’s eye. How- 
ever, if I confess that there are probably—nay, surely—many beams 
in my own, and seek therefore to forestall retaliation, I think I 
may venture again into my favourite occupation, which is the 
discussion of things that other people do with which I do not agree. 

First of all, then, I have been surprised to find how many 
libraries charge their readers with the postal expenses incurred 
when books are borrowed for them from the 


CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR STUDENTS. 

This practice has, I believe, become quite a usual one, yet in my 
humble opinion, Eratosthenes, I think it is a very wrong and 
indefensible one. Our general attitude seems to be that when we 
obtain a book from the C.L.S. for a borrower we are giving him a 

ial service for which he ought to be willing to pay. My own 
view—and, of course, I may be something of an idealist—is that 
it is our duty to obtain any book which we can possibly lay our 
hands upon (without prejudice to more necessary services) for - 
reader by any method. A borrower asks for such and such a boo 
—but it is our job to provide it. It doesn’t matter a hang to the 
reader how we secure it, and we shouldn’t expect him to pay more 
for one service than for another. In other words, I do not look 
upon the C.L.S. as another place from which the reader may borrow 
(using his local library as a go-between) but as a most valuable 
institution which helps the local library to fulfil better its own 
function. 

I know that most of you will defend the charge on the grounds 
of poverty, will say that you cannot afford to pay postage, or that 
since these borrowers will pay the postage you might as well let 
them. It is hard to attack any practice for which this plea is raised, 
as we all suffer from chronic lack of funds. Nevertheless, we are 
here economising in the wrong place. Nearly all these C.L.S. 
loans are for serious students and a means by which we render some 
of our most valuable services. If we must save money let us cut 
down something less worth while. 

But why, you will ask, repeating that such readers are willing 
to pay, should we refuse their largesse? For three reasons: 
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Firstly, the knowledge that postal expenses are expected from the 
borrower will deter many students from making any, or the full 
amount of, use of the C.L.S. service. The fact that, for obvious 
reasons, such cases do not come to our notice, does not mean that 
they do not exist. Secondly, the practice does not give the public 
the right impression—the idea that we are trying to offer an adequate 
instead of a limited service. Thirdly, it is unfair to ask a reader 
to pay again when he has already borne his share of our expenses 
as a ratepayer, simply because he wants something different from 
and probably better than his fellows. One could say much more 
in defence of my contention, but I think I have said sufficient to 
indicate what I believe to be the mght attitude. 

Now let us turn to another practice which is also based upon 
poverty, and which, though it undoubtedly has its advantages, is 
yet very undesirable. A few towns, especially in the North, have 


organised 
SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARIES 

as part of their ordinary system. Readers who pay an annual sub- 
scription are offered a special collection which comprises the majority 
of the newer books, which consequently are not available to ordinary 
readers until much later. As inducements to subscribe it is urged 
that these subscription books are much cleaner than those provided 
in the ordinary library and, in one case at least, that only the sub- 
scription library is available for open access. Advocates of this 
system say that the income of the whole library is increased and 
that, as the stock is periodically transferred to the ordinary library, 
the latter gains to that extent. 

Let me hasten to say that I am not attacking these libraries, 
but the idea. Of two of them I have some detailed knowledge and 
their issues and numbers of readers are most exceptional. They 
were founded, too, during the penny rate days when the sub- 
scription library idea was a splendidly ingenious way of overcomi 
unavoidable limitations. Now, however, there ought to be no n 
for such methods, and local public opinion must be educated to 
realise that they are not democratic and tend to lower the ordinary 
service. If this were raised to what it should be in a a 
town, if the stock were clean and adequate and up-to-date, 
inducements to subscribe would cease. If I couldn’t offer any and 
all of my readers a very much better all-round service than any 
local commercial subscription library I would think my library 
lamentably deficient. Besides, we can see these problems facing 
these few librarians—Since if they improve the ordinary service 
they are going to lose subscribers, will they not be tempted to keep 
the ordinary library sufficiently deficient? If they ask for the 
higher rate necessary to maintain a decent service are not those 
who pay a subscription in addition to the ordinary rate going to jib ? 

No, Eratosthenes, I am all against anything which destroys 
the equality of the service we give by any levy of extra payment. 

I do not even approve of our charging for admission to 

LIBRARY LECTURES 
though here, of course, the position is very different, since until 
we are given proper authority to spend money on lecture work 
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we often must charge. However, I do not think that lectures for 
which there is any charge are going to achieve their purpose— 
which is to attract fresh people to the library and introduce existing 
readers to new interests—so well as those which are free. And this 
is one good reason why expenditure on lectures should be legalised. 
I do not even like the ordinary “ fines”’ system and would 
welcome any alternative means of securing the return of books. 
I even believe that the only difficulty would arise in the case of 
readers who retained library books for extended reference, since 
without fines the majority of readers would return books simply 
in order to get fresh ones. It is not unlikely that if we imposed a 
heavy penalty for the non-return of books immediately they were 
required for other readers the ordinary fines system could be 
abolished. There is no doubt that the fear of incurring fines, even of 
one or two coppers, deters many of the poorer classes from using 
the library. Many others—no matter how we try to teach them 
to renew their books—do not retain them as long as they would 
like, or hesitate to borrow works they cannot read in a limited time. 
Some adventurous librarian really ought to make the experiment. 
Of course our issues would drop (unless, of course, we increased our 
readers, as I believe we would) and we would need to sacrifice a 
small addition to our revenue. Neither of these considerations 
should have any weight though, as we want neither to put statistics 
before service nor to profit by the forgetfulness or indolence or 
misunderstandings of our readers. 
I would have all possible pains and penalties removed. 
Yours, 
ARISTONYMOUS. 


My Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

Are you not becoming patriarchal? Do I not see a flowing 
white beard and bushy eyebrows developing ? The publisher-critic 
seems to have exercised you tremendously. He has, I am afraid, 
drawn you on, and you my dear friend have taken him seriously. 

Surely you of all people should have poured out ridicule on him 
and made fun of his antics. Instead you have treated him with 
undeserved and undue seriousness and solemnity. Therefore it 
doth make one think you are losing that youth that once was 

ours. This critic has been treated with far too much seriousness. 
obably he thought he ought to be taken seriously by you, dear 


Callimachus. 
LEAVE SERIOUSNESS TO OTHERS 

if they be so minded, my dear friend. You and I will mix more 
fun and frolic with the ingredients of our letters. Besides, though 
in your patriarchal mood you have killed him, would it not have 
been better for wit and humour to have found a large place therein ? 

His lack of knowledge was so pathetic, nay, so laughable, that 
a lively and witty epistle from your pen would have made the 
critic disappear in a clash of laughter. 

Few Critics, 

I am afraid, display an understanding of our office and calling. 


. 
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They can be discerned easily ; the others I would tickle and prod 
and poke and classify as unconscious humorists. 
I have just read that the Northants. County Library is to be 


housed in a 
GAOL. 


This, I believe, was determined before the critic came into the 
field. Perhaps he, too, saw the note and straightway hung up his 
cap. I thought his ideas were not original. At any rate, the critic 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that at least one library is 
housed in a gaol. 

THOSE VERSES. 

I was pained and surprised to see that the writer of these 
verses you speak of omitted us. Really, my dear friend, when you 
and I are in form we make a whole month worth while and relieve 
the dull round just a little, shall I say ? 

Does Mr. Pacy enjoy the verses? I should think he does, 
Callimachus. I can hear him chuckle. Can’t you? Did you ever 
see some lines on the O.B.E. ? 

I hear that the Association of Assistant Librarians is to have a 
seat on the Committee of the 

SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 

Two things strike me. The rightness of the business and the 
gracefulness of the gentleman whose kindly offer of retirement 
made it possible. Such amicable working between the two Associa- 
tions and the College authorities is to be highly commended. Things 
such as this may lead some day to that which we ought to have had 
long, long ago—one Association. 


Just OnE OTHER MATTER. 

Exeter, I see, has had a little trouble with the Carnegie Trustees, 
who apparently had a few doubts about the City Authorities pro- 
viding adequate funds and staff for the new library. Things have, 
I believe, been adjusted, but it is well that the Trustees should do 
their best to insist that the funds for the proper upkeep of the 
library should be forthcoming. I believe, too, that the Trustees 
indicated that they had very definite ideas regarding qualifications 
and remuneration. 

As a sort of 

PARTING SHOT, 
just to see if you can recover your lost youth, I say unto you, What 
of the gentleman of Wallsend-on-Tyne who said, ‘‘ In an age when 
every popular novel can be bought for one shilling, I am not sure 
that the necessity of a public library is so pressing.” (Evening News, 
24/11/25). All I have to say is that the worthy gentleman has 
unconsciously proved the necessity up to the hilt. Perhaps you will 
say with Huxley, ‘“ The Lord hath delivered him into mine hands.” 
Yours, 
ARISTARCHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’} 
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Now Reapy, Vots. I. tro VI. oF THE- NEW EDITION oF 


CGHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA, A Dictionary of Universal Knowledge. Edited 
by D. PATRICK, LL.D., and W. GEDDIE, M.A., B.Sc. Cloth, 20s. net; half 
morocco, 358. net, per Volume. To be completed in 10 Volumes, Imperial 8vo. 
A Volume will be issued every few months. 

SCOTLAND’S HEIR, by WINIFRED DUKE, Author of “ The Laird,” etc. 7s. 6d. net 
A very original and stri riking pic ture of the days of the 1745 Rebellion which haunts the reader like 
the refrain of the old song, ‘ae’s me for Prince Charlie ! 

TALES OF THE ESKIMO. By CAPTAIN H. T. MUNN. 3s. 6d. net 

Captain Munn writes from intimate pe ho - of this interesting and race; 
Illustrated with a splendid series of Photographs taken by the Author during his frequen’ its to 
the land of the frozen North. 

1 CAN REMEMBER ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. ENLARGED EpitTion. 

Edited by ROSALINE MASSON. 7s. 64. net 
Contains new matter, including a letter to Miss Masson from Sir J. M. Barrie, in which he pe 
in his own inimitably whimsical and humorous vein an imaginary meeting with Stevenson. 

LIFE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. Seconp EDITION. 

By ROSALINE MASSON. 10s. 6d, net 
Contains additional matter and new index. 
BENOLD THE HEBRIDES! by ALASDAIR ALPIN MACGREGOR _ 7s, Of. net net 
These vivid "> will enable r rs at home or abroad to “ behold the Hebrides,” with all 
scenic beauty, their mystic atmosphere, their romantic history and folklore. 


Three Beautiful Presentation Editions. ltlustrated in Colour and 
Black-and- White by Gordon Browne. 


ADAM BEDE. - - GEORGE ELIOT. 17s. 64, net 
LORNA DOONE. - - - - R. D. BLACKMORE. 17s, 6d, net 
GLOISTER AND THE HEARTH. - - CHARLES READE. 17s, 64. net 


GIFT BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
A Series of Charming Fairy —— ay | Agee of Mr. Stanley Baldwin, 


THE PEDLAR’S PACK. - - By Mrs. ALFRED BALDWIN. 6s, net 
Charmingly Iilustrated in Colour by Charles Pears. “ The best Fairy Tales in 
the English Tongu~.’’—Sunday Express. 

HANS ANDERSEN’S FAIRY TALES. Edited by Wu. WOODBURN. —— 


Illustrated by J. Gorpon ROBINSON” - - 7s, 6d, net 
mt = edition it has been Mr. Woodburn’s aim, while meintelning the charm of the original, to simplify 
guage So as to enable children of seven or eight to read the stories for themselves. 


THE. TWENTY-FIVE SWORDSMEN. - ESCOTT LYNN. 5s. net 
VEN AT GREGORY'S. - - ELSIE JEANETTE OXENHAM. 5s. net 
THE WHITE HAWK; or, Matched against Alva. - KENT CARR. 4s. net 
THE SCHOOL IN THE WILDS (B.E. Africa). MAY BALDWIN. 3s. 6d. net 
THE SCHOOL AT THE CHALET. ELINOR BRENT-DYER. 3s. 64. net 
THE SCHOLARSHIP GIRL. - - JOSEPHINE ELDER. 3s. 6d. net 
THE OLD TREASURE HOUSE. : EDITH L. ELIAS. 3s. 6d. net 
THE ELVES OF THE ALPHABET. - DORIS A. POCOCK. 2s, 6d. net 


A ee book for young children, with dainty illustrations by Molly Benatar for each letter of 


THE | ADVENTURES OF MR. PAX POODLE. A Dog Story. 
LILIAN MACKIE. 1s. 64. 


COLOURED PICTURE BOOKS. 
stones AT THE SEASIDE. Illustrated by G. VERNON STOKES, 
R.B.A. Verses by B. PARKER 6s. net 
transports the inimitable “ Blobbs to the seaside and depicts his diverting adventures 
THE ¢ DUOKS. - - By LUXOR PRICE. 6s. net 


With 6 Full-colour and 22 Black-and- White Illustrations. 
The Quoks are funny little creatures who do all sorts of things, but are always lively. Likely to prove 
as popular as the original “‘ Buster Brown.” 


If you have any difficulty in obtaining our publications ask 
your bookseller or newsagent to advise us to send to you direct 


W &R CHAMBERS Ltd 38 Soho Square, LONDON, W.1 a 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 

Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome.) 

At ToTTENHAM, on the 14th November, 1925, a new Branch 
Library was opened at the Coombes Croft House. Mr. Councillor 
W. R. Jackson, Vice-Chairman of the Council and Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee, in declaring the Library open stated that the 
building in which they stood was historic, probably the oldest in 
Tottenham, having been known for nearly 200 years, and in its time 
had played many parts. It had been Parish Workhouse, School, a 
Home for Little Boys, the Local Board Offices, and again a School. 
The history of the site could be traced for 400 years, its name being 
taken from one named Combe, who owned a “ croft”’ there. The 
stock of the Branch Library, set out on the open-access system in a 
large well-lighted room, comprised 7,500 volumes, and there is a 
small reading room. It is significant of the need for library facilities 
in the northern area of Tottenham that on the 30th November 
1,006 new borrowers had been enrolled, and the daily average issue 
of books was 406. Many expressions of appreciation regarding the 
selection of books have been made by the borrowers. 


OBITUARY 
As we go to press we deeply regret to learn of the death of 
Sir John Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A., F.R.G.S., Secretary and 
Librarian of the Royal Medical Society, and at one time Secretary 
of the Library Association. An obituary notice touching upon his 
services to the Library Profession will appear in our next issue. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 

Mr. Fred Turner, F.R.Hist.S., the Chief Librarian and Curator 
of Brentford Public Library and Museum, and author of the 
“History and Antiquities of Brentford,” has just been elected a 
Fellow of the Societies of Antiquaries of Scotland. 

Burton E. Stevenson, Librarian, Chillicothe, Ohio, author, 
anthologist, European director of library war service of the 
American Library Association, 1918-20, is to be librarian of the 
American Library in Paris, succeeding Mr. W. Dawson Johnston. Mr. 
Stevenson was nominated by the Executive Board of the American 
Library Association and elected by the Board of Trustees of the 
American Library in Paris. He will sail for France some time in 
January 

Mixs Elsie E. Pyman, Assistant at Lowestoft, to be Senior 
Assistant at Ipswich. 


A GREAT NEW LIBRARY. 

A GREAT new library must always be a matter of extreme interest to 
librarians. Such a library is the Cleveland Library, which has 
been described by Miss Linda A. Eastman in the Library Journal 
for November 15th. It appears to have several features that are 
new, and several which are a reversion to earlier t ’ 

The Library is built on a square of approximately 200 feet, 
and has five floors, the centre two of which are occupied by the Brett 
Memorial Hall—a fine tribute to the late lamented librarian. The 
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GRAFTON BOOKS 


FOR LIBRARIANS 


THE THEORY OF BOOK SELECTION 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES. Lionel 
Roy McColvin 7/6 net 

MUSIC IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES: A 
Guide to the Formation of a Music 
Library, with Select Lists of Music 
and Musical Literature. Lionel Roy 
McColvin 7/6 net 

LIBRARIES FOR CHILDREN: A 
History and a Bibliography. Gwen- 
dolen Rees. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
illustrated 12/6 net 

MANUAL OF LIBRARY ECONOMY. 
James Duff Brown. Third and memo- 
rial edition, revised and enlarged by 


W. C. Berwick Sayers /- net 
SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION. James 
Duff Brown 21/- net 


MANUAL OF LIBRARY BOOKBIND- 
ING. Henry T. Coutts and Geo. A. 
Stephen 10/6 net 

CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO 1,700 AN- 
NUALS, DIRECTORIES AND YEAR 
BOOKS. H.G.T.Cannons 5/- net 


AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY 
CLASSIFICATION. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers 10/6 net 

OPEN ACCESS LIBRARIES: Their 
Planning, Equipment and Organiza- 
tion. 10/6 net 

A PRIMER OF LIBRARY PRACTICE. 
George E. Roebuck and W. Benson 
Thorne 5/- net 

INDEXING: A Handbook of Instruc- 
tion. George E. Brown. With preface 
by E. Wyndham Hulme /6 net 


In Preparation. 


A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL CLASSI- 
FICATION. W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
A Handbook of the Rules and 
Methods of Applying Classification 
to Books, Shelves, Files and other 
Matters £1/1/- net 


GRAFTON & CO. 


Coptic 


APPLETON 


AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

THE VIOLIN A serto BACHMANN | 

With an introduction by Evcens Ysayz. 
“ It would be difficult to s 

of importance in the violia 

that does not anaes attention within its 


Pages.” 
"Fully illustrated 21/- | 


HUMAN ORIGINS 

G. G. PD. 

The Times Litera’ 

“The present 4 as 
the classification and co-ordination of very 
diverse material under a well-devised system 
of heads. The student will therefore it 
invaluable as a book of reference.” 


With 400 illustrations. Iwo vols, 42/- | 


THE NOBEL PRIZEWINNERS | 
IN LITERATURE A. R. Marste 

Complete biographical sketches of the 
winners of this great literary prize together 
with a full account of their works. 


Illustrated 12/6 


Sister M. NADELEVA 

The author takes this famous allegorical 

| ae of the fourteenth century and gives 
T own interpretation of its meaning. 7/6 


HOW ADVERTISEMENTS 
ARE BUILT = CGivserr P. Farrar 


This new volume tells how modern adver- 
tisements are created and then put into t 
and illustrated ready for public distribut! 

It discusses the essentials of advertising 
to-day and the difference between the 
various methods of public appeal. 15/- 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF HUMAN 


SOCIETY C. A. Ettwoop 

Carries the reader beyond the mere study 
of social psychology into the great background 
of knowledge of the history and develop- 
ment of social groups constituting the science 
of sociology. 


12/6 
BOOKS FOR MEN & BOYS, 6/- 


MIDSHIPMEN ALL 
Green 
Author of “ The Mystery of the Erik,” 


Author of “ Capt. Jim Mason.” 


QUINBY AND SON 
Heyuicer 

Author of “Don Strong of the Wolf 

Patrol.” 


BOY SCOUTS’ YEAR BOOK 
A splendid assortment of tales of adven- 
ture, and interesting articles on how to make 


— Fully illustrated 7/6 
25 BEDFORD ST. LONDON | 


THE MEDICINE BUFFALO 
a 

51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 a 
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main features of the plan are its absolute generosity of departments. 
No library in Great Britain, for example, provides all of the follow- 
ing departments: supply department, shipping room, storage, 
repair shop, machinery room, boiler room, newspaper reading 
room, publicity, branch loan, check room, library for the blind, 
conference room, county library department, three studies, and 
book stacks. That is the basement. 

The first floor, in addition to the hall already mentioned, con- 
tains great rooms for the popular library, literary division, and 
the general reference library respectively, each with their attendant 
stacks, and a public cataloguing room as well as two offices, two work 
rooms and a room for the librarian of the main library. 

The second floor has large rooms for the sociology, history, 
and technology divisions respectively ; for philosophy and religion, 
and the patent room, as well as a huge exhibition corridor, four work 
rooms, an office and a study. 

The third floor is mainly devoted to children’s work and the 
fine arts division, again with offices and studies. 

The fourth floor is wholly administrative, great rooms being 
given to the cataloguing department, the order department, the 
binding department, and the stations department. Here, also, is 
the office of the Chief Librarian, with her stenographers next to her 
on one side and her private room on the other; a room for the 
vice-librarian, one for the editor, one for the superintendent of 
buildings, a large accounts department, and generous staff rooms. 

The top or fifth floor contains very large stacks for storage, 
binding, laundry, kitchen, a staff cafeteria, committee lunch room, 
a grill, printing division and photo stack room, men’s staff lounge 
(small), women’s staff lounge (large), apprentice and training class 
room, round tabie room, etc. 

Such a library is beyond the grasp of the average British 
librarian, but in his dreams he often reaches towards it. We con- 
gratulate the accomplished librarian on a very great achievement. 


REVIEWS. 
REPORTS. 

Braprorp Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum.—55th Annual 

Report of the Committee for the year ending August 12th, 1925. 

Chief Librarian, Butler Wood, F.R.S.L., F.L.A. Population, 

285,961. Income from 3.345d. rate, £23,034. Stock: Lending, 

169,567 ; Reference, 81,701. Additions during the year ; Lending, 

24,097 ; Reference, 1,933. Issues: Lending, 1,267,869; Refer- 

ence, 105,571 ; Commercial Library, 74,709 ; Children’s Rooms, 

105,231. Borrowers, 30,555. 16 Branches and 11 Travelling 
Libraries. 

The huge increase in the number of books circulated is attributed to the 
following factors—A more adequate supply of new books and replacements, 
the steady growth of the reading habit, the adoption of “‘ open-access” in 
several branch libraries and the extensive development of Junior Libraries. 
The reorganisation of other branches is to take place immediately, whilst 
it is necessary that something should be done to relieve the pressure on the 
Central Library where both storage and service space is taxed to its utmost. 
The Art Gallery and the Museum th report good work and many additions 
to their collections. 
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Public Libraries.—Annual Report for 1924-1925. Chief 
Librarian, L. Acland Taylor, F.L.A. Population, 376,975. 
Total stock, 216,751. Additions during the year, 14,380. Issues: 
Lending, 815,465; Reference, 144,017; Library of Commerce, 
71,139; Children’s Library, 252,882. Borrowers, 36,102. 10 
Branches. 

The year under review has been one of marked progress. At no od 
in the ae of the Libraries have the returns reached so high a hod oy An 
increase of 120,537 is shown. The system of School Libraries, which has been 
in operation for about four years, is now a very successful institution— 104,553 
books have been lent to the children since the inception of the scheme. Two 
further Branches are to be converted to the modern “‘ open access '’ system. 
The work amongst the Blind in the city is steadily growing. 

CarpiFF Public Libraries—A Brief Review of the Work of 
the Libraries for the year ending October 3lst, 1925, and the 
Librarian’s Annual Report on the Work of the School Libraries. 
Chief Librarian, Harry Farr. 

A glance through these reports shows that each department of the 
Libraries and all the Branches have just completed a most satisfactory and 
useful year’s work. The large increases in the issues are highly gratifying. 
The total recorded circulation was 1,472,287 compared with 1,379,710 during 
last year. The number of book issues reached the comparatively high per- 
centage of 6.6 per head of population. The Central Lending Library issues 
were 321,797 against 295,501 of the previous year, while the figures from the 
Branches were 609,737, last year 555,303. During the year the Reference 
Library was rearranged and the seating accommodation nearly doubled, 
the issues here reading 83,783 against 73,076. The total from the School 
Libraries reached 456,970, an increase of roughly 10,00. Cardiff are to be 
congratulated on their excellent work. 

LeIcEsTER Public Libraries—46th Annual Report for the year 
ending March 3lst, 1925. Director, E. E. Lowe, Ph.D., B.Sc. 
Population, 241,800. Income from 1.68d. rare, £8,939. Stock: 
Lending, 65,376 ; Reference, 26,635. Additions during the year, 
3,337. Issues: Central Lending, 239,232; Branches, 277,786; 
Reference, 21,455. Borrowers, 24,968. Six Branches. 

Various methods of advertising the Libraries, including the publication 
of quarterly bulletin, have resulted in an increased use being made of the 
several departments, notably in the Lending, where an increase of over 
10,000 is reported. During the year one of the Branches was reorganised on 
the “‘open access "’ system and the experiment has proved an unqualified 
success. 

Newark, Gilstrap Public Library—42nd Annual Report for the 
year ending March 31st, 1925. Librarian, Arthur Smith, M.L.A. 
Population, 16,957. Income from 2.13d. rate, £672. Stock: 
Lending, 10,500; Reference, 3,048. Additions during the year, 
518. Issues: Lending, 40,706; Reference, 28,131; Children’s 
Library, 14,077. Borrowers, 35,14. 

It is pleasing to note that a marked increase is shown in the use made of 
books other than fiction, and some interesting figures are given. The per- 
centage of “ class ’’ literature has risen from 48 per cent. to 65 per cent. since 
the war. The work amongst the children grows so rapidly that certain restric- 
tions are being enforced until larger accommodation can be secured. 

LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 

British Library of Political and Economic Science. Bulletin. 
November, 1925. 

Publishes a select bibliography on “‘ Economics and Economic History 
of Russia,’’ by Baron Meyendorff, a list of duplicates available for exchange 
and a long list of important additions to the Library. 
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Coventry Public Libraries—Readers’ Bulletin, November— 
December, 1925. 

John Drinkwater is the subject of a bibliography and critical notices of 
his works form the chief feature of the Bulletin. A list of recent books on 
Architecture and the latest additions to the Library are also included. 
Croypon Public Libraries.— Readers’ Index, November—December, 

1925. 

Statistics for the half-year show that the Libraries continue to maintain 
their high standard of service and efficiency. Another instalment of ‘‘ The 
Site of the Four Crosses ’’ continues an excellent article on local history. A 
list of plays suitable for amateur production and a list of lectures to be delivered 
in the Borough during the coming month are both helpful and interesting. 
Finssury Public Libraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers, October, 

1925. 

The chief contents are part 4 of an exhaustive bibliography on the City 
of London and Me litan Boroughs and a good list of edditions. 
HAutFax Public Libraries—Readers’ Guide, November, 1925. 

The monthly report shows a good increase in the issues. A lecture 
calendar for the month and an article on ‘‘Some New Juvenile Books 
added to the Libraries’’ are published. : 

Newport Public Libraries.—A List of Music and Books on Music 
and Musicians, etc. Price 6d. 

The opinion of a peo has been sought whenever ible regarding the 
| me pee of music and musical works, and it is, therefore, not surprising to 

id such an excellent and representative collection as is contained in this 

List. Dewey Classification is used and the List has an helpful index to names 

and subjects. Additional Music Tickets are issued to borrowers and the music 

collection is now one of the most popular sections of the Libraries. 

Port Exizasetn Public Library.—Bulletin, October, 1925. 

“‘ Pages from the Past ’’ is a short article dealing with the early days of 
Port Elizabeth. The other contents are the list of additions, which include 
a list of foreign works, and a large number of books of fiction. 

GENERAL. 

Weakley (Janet) Music AND ITs MAKER. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. 
Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

A capital little book intended to a: to all who appreciate music and 
regard it chiefly from a romantic point of view. This should apply especially 
to young people. 

Demangeon (Albert) Tue BritisH Emprre, A Stupy IN COLONIAL 
GEOGRAPHY. Translated by Ernest F. Row, B.Sc. (Econ.), 
L.C.P. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 300. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1925. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A translation of a well-known work by one who views the development 
of the Empire from an angle different to the Britisher and with the mind free 
from insular bias. 

Singer (Edgar A.) MODERN THINKERS AND PRESENT PROBLEMS, 
An APPROACH TO MODERN PHILOSOPHY THROUGH ITS HIsTory. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1925. 5s. net. 

Mr. Singer’s book covers an interesting range of modern thinkers : Gior- 
dano, Bruno, Spinoza, [David Hume, Schopenhauer, Kant and Nietzsche. 
There are also chapters on Progress and Pragmatism. The work is historical 
in its spirit and meant rather to illustrate than to demonstrate or affirm, 

FICTION. 

Smith (C. Harold) RAnwep1A, A TRUE ROMANCE OF THE SOUTH 
Seas. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiii., 214. Appleton and Co., 1925. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A sketch of a youth who goes to the South Sea Islands and finds there the 
most beautiful Native girl in the world. Pure romance, but neither quite 
fiction nor quite fact; and containing some interesting points about natural 
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Sam A.B. Tween DECKs IN THE ’SEVENTIES. An Auto- 
biography, with a foreword by Rear-Admiral A. P. Davidson, 
D.S.O. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 278. Sampson Low, Marston 
and Co., Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The publishers advertise this work as a striking sea-book, which it certainly 
is, being a genuine piece of narrative truly descriptive of training-ship and lower 
deck life. More entertaining reading than many a novel. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Niblett (Gladys) Betry’s FLOWERS AND OTHER Stories. Cr. 8vo, 
boards, pp. 32. Stockwell, 1925. 1s. 6d. net. 

Hasson (W. Fraser) THE SuBLIME COWARD AND OTHER STORIES. 
Cr. 8vo, boards, pp. 64. Stockwell, 1925. 2s. 6d. net. 

Reynalds (Dorothy) JeERRY’s ADVENTURES IN FAIRYLAND AND 
ImPLAND. Cr. 8vo, boards, pp. 64. Stockwell, 1925. 2s. 6d. net. 

Chamberlayne (C. H.) Toe ROMANCE OF A ROSE WITH OTHER PLays 
AND StoriEs. Cr. 8vo, boards, pp. 64. Stockwell, 1925. 2s. 6d. 
net. 

The Khwaja Kamal-ud-din. THe Sources or CurisTiAnity. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 184. The Basheer Muslim Library, 1925. 2s. 6d. 
net. 

Otto (M. C.) AND IDEALS, Essays In FuNCTIONAL PHILO- 
sopuy. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1925. 
5s. net. 

Jackson (Vincent E.) LaBour-SAviNG OFFICE APPLIANCES. Illus. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 218. Macdonald and Evans, 1925. 4s.net. 

Churchill (Stella) Nursinc IN THE HOME, INCLUDING First AID 
tn Common EmerRGENcIES. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 198. Faber and 
Gwyer, Ltd., 1925. 2s. 6d. net. 

Robertson (Sir John) Toe House oF HEALTH, WHAT THE MODERN 
DwELLinG NEEDS To Be. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 182. Faber and 
Gwyer, Ltd., 1925. 2s. 6d. jnet. 


NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Tue 34th Annual Meeting of the above Association was held at 
Derby on November 19th, 1925. 

There were present representatives from the counties of Derby, 
Leicester, Northants., Notts., Staffs., who were welcomed by Alder- 
man Chambers, of the Public Libraries and Art Gallery Committee. 
Dr. E. E. Lowe, the President, was in the chair. 

The following officers were appointed :— 

President—Mr. W. H. Walton, Director, Public Libraries 
Museum and Art Gallery, Derby. 

Vice-President—Mr. Councillor Jackson, Nottinghamg 

Hon. Secretary—Miss K. E. Pierce, Kettering. 

Hon. Treasurer—Mr. A. Vinen, Leek, Staffs. 

Hon. Auditor—Miss M. Caddy, Swadlincote. 

Council—W. A. Briscoe, Miss S. F. Fergusson, A. Hooper, 
Miss Jefis, Dr. E. E. Lowe, W. P. Woolston. 

The annual reports of the Hon. Treasurer and the Hon. Secre- 
tary were read and confirmed. 
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A Catalogue of the N.M.L.A. Library, prepared by the Hon. 
Librarians (Misses Coe and Wilson, Kettering), was submitted for 
approval. The best thanks of the members were tendered for the 
work done, and it was resolved that copies should be distributed 
amongst the members, who are entitled to the free use of the 
Library. The books have been purchased with the view of assisting 
the younger members in their studies for the professional examina- 
tions. It was resolved to make further additions. 

The thanks of the association were tendered to the retiring 
President, Dr. E. E. Lowe, and to the other officers for their work 
during the past year. 

Mr. Walton was then inducted into the Presidential Chair, 
and delivered his presidential address upon the Calling and Qualifica- 
tions of Librarians. He spoke of the necessity for a thorough know- 
ledge of the technical side of the work and the still greater need 
for a knowledge of books, the combination of the two producing 
the great librarian. This, however, was not to be obtained without 
hard work and the sacrifice of some of the lighter pleasures of life. 
The librarian should keep in touch with the life and movements of 
the town in which his work lies and should be human and approachable 

Dr. Lowe, Mr. Briscoe and Miss Pierce reported upon the Birm- 
ingham Conference, and Mr. Woolston upon the Joint Meeting held 
at Nottingham in May. 

Dr. Lowe gave an account of the Special Libraries Conference 
held at Oxford, the outcome of which he hoped would be fusion with 
the Library Association. 

The members were entertained to tea by the Derby Public 
Library Committee, and afterwards visited the Autumn Exhibition 
in the Derby Art Gallery. Kate E. Pierce, Hon. Sec. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
The Editor of The Library World. 

S1r,—I should be very grateful if any library which has pur- 
chased collections from London private circulating libraries,and has old 
catalogues of those collections, would communicate with me. I am 
interested in London Circulating Libraries from 1770 to 1810, and 
am finding it very difficult to obtain catalogues of that period. 

Thanking you for any attention this request may receive. 

24, Paddington Green, I am, Sir, etc., 

London, W.2. EsTHER McGILL. 


December 3rd, 1925. 
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The Editor of The Library World. 
Sir,— THE CLASSIFICATION OF PsycHo ANALYSIS. 

I frequently am asked how I would place psycho-analysis in 
Dewey ; and the matter may be worth a note. In my view psycho- 
analysis is not pure psychology, which is a science, but applied 
psychology, which is an art. Mind and body are the material to 
which the application is made, and I would, therefore, place all of 
Freud and his disciples at 131 Mental Physiology and Hygiene. 
Central Library, I am, Sir, etc., 

Town Hall, Croydon. W. C. Berwick SAYERS. 
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